
Transfer of Regeneration Powers to Local Authorities 
 
“The economic impact caused by Covid-19 has had a devastating impact on many of our 
businesses and it is essential Council has the necessary powers and funding to support the 
rebuilding of our local economy. 
 
The new councils formed in 2015 were designed to be larger and more powerful, and since 
then Belfast City Council has demonstrated its competence and capability. Successfully 
undertaking planning and local economic development functions and delivering vital services. 
 
One of the key levers that Councils were promised, and is now needed, is the power of 
regeneration. Place shaping is increasingly becoming a critical part of the recovery process, 
especially in an environment where places will be different and there is a need of local 
solutions. Obtaining control of regeneration powers will also complement the Local 
Development Plans and our community planning framework. 
 
In recognition of the consultation on Programme for Government, Investment Strategy and 
Budget, lobbying by NILGA and other stakeholders, we call on this council to write to The 
Executive Office and the Department for Communities for the transfer of full regeneration 
powers and associated resources to local authorities as a matter of priority.” 
 
 
Proposer:  Councillor McReynolds 
 
Seconder:  Councillor Hanvey 
 
 
 

To be debated by the Council 

 
 


